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It’s probably fair to 
say that, apart from

 
the sm

aller £3,000 
F1-5, there’s nothing 
quite like the F1-8. 
However, worthy 
contenders that 
could grace your 
shortlist include 
KEF’s £5,000 
Reference 1 (HFC 
414), Audiovector’s 
£4,800 R1 Arreté 
and the £6,000 
W

ilson Benesch 
Precision P1.0.  
All are terrific 
perform

ers w
ith 

huge m
usical 

insight, but only the 
KEF gets close to 
m

atching the Fyne’s 
floorstander-like 
largesse and 
dynam

ic freedom
.
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ou m
ight w

ell w
onder w

hy 
the F1-8 speaker exists. 
There is, after all, the 
£3,000 F1-5 w

hich 
represents such a natural sw

eet spot 
for Fyne’s best-gam

e standm
ount, it 

w
ould be easy to accuse the technically 

identical but considerably larger and 
bulkier F1-8 of gratuitous overkill, 
especially if you’d just bear-hugged its 
15.2kg barrel-shaped form

 onto its 
alm

ost equally w
eighty FS8 stand. 

There are chunky standm
ounts that 

w
ing it – say, JBL’s L82 C

lassic or Q
 

A
coustics’ freakishly deep 3030i (H

FC
 

472)– but this is a giant, look-at-m
e 

statem
ent and the m

ost im
posing, 

daylight-obscuring, aesthetically 
challenging standm

ount I’ve ever  
had in m

y listening room
.

A
fter som

e precursory chin rubbing, 
I grow

 to like its unique shades of 
m

onocular M
inion look and feel  

m
ore com

fortable w
ith its conspicuous 

Pole position
David Vivian has to m

ove a few
 things 

around to accom
m

odate this giant 
standm

ount, but it’s w
ell w

orth the e!ort

presence – perhaps the better to 
adm

ire the fabulous standard of  
EXLOG�DQG�WKH�RQO\�ÀQLVK�RQ�RIIHU��D�
gorgeous m

élange of w
alnut, burr 

w
alnut and leather. The visible and 

tactile luxury stands com
parison w

ith 
high-end rivals costing m

ultiples of its 
£6,000 price tag.

O
f course, Fyne A

udio had already 
revealed the technical content of its 
top draw

er w
ith its F1-10 and F1-12 

ÁRRUVWDQGLQJ�ÁDJVKLSV��WKH�ODWWHU�
costing a properly grow

n-up £28,000. 
The good new

s is that the F1 m
essage 

is the sam
e across the range. For  

Fyne the line incorporates the  
best versions of its patented tech, 
including IsoFlare point source 
GULYHUV��WZ

LQ�FDYLW\�UHÁH[�ORDGLQJ� 
DQG�%DVV7UD[�7UDFWUL[�SURÀOH�/)�
diffuser system

, heavyw
eight 

m
achined alum

inium
 plinth and  

an extensively braced, high-density 
pressed birch plyw

ood cabinet.

A
 25m

m
 m

agnesium
 dom

e 
com

pression tw
eeter sits in the throat 

RI�D����P
P
�P
XOWL�ÀEUH�P

LG�EDVV�
driver. This arrangem

ent form
s the 

coaxial IsoFlare unit. The driver’s 
m

oving parts are built around a rigid 
cast alum

inium
 chassis, w

hich is good 
for dam

ping out unw
anted vibration 

and resonance, w
hile the vented rear 

cham
ber in the centrally m

ounted 
tw

eeter’s N
eodym

ium
 m

agnet is said 
to place low

-frequency resonance w
ell 

below
 the crossover region. A

ddressing 
potential distortion higher up the 
frequency range is the tw

eeter’s rigid 
m

agnesium
 dom

e, w
hich is claim

ed 
to push the initial break-up m

ode  
w

ell beyond audibility. 
A

s w
ell as looking neat, sonic 

advantages include m
uch m

ore 
precise tim

e alignm
ent betw

een the 
drivers and m

ore even dispersion, 
w

idening the listening sw
eet spot 

w
ithout squandering stereo focus  

and precision. Energy is radiated 
‘isotropically’ w

ith constant directivity, 
FRQVLVWHQW�Z

LWK�WKH�ÁDUHG�VXUIDFH�RI�
WKH�P

DLQ�GULYHU·V�P
XOWL�ÀEUH�FRQH��

The targeted ideal outcom
e is that 

sound is produced as if em
anating 

from
 a single point in space.

A
s w

ith the Fyne F502SP 
ÁRRUVWDQGHU��H

FC 472), the m
ain 

driver’s distinctively contoured 
‘FyneFlute’ rubber surround aim

s to 
nullify unw

anted m
echanical energy 

in the cone, leading to a m
ore cleanly 

detailed delivery. 
The F1-8’s curved cabinet is an 

exceptional thing. M
ade from

 a 
com

posite of hardw
oods and dressed 

in a classy w
alnut veneer w

ith a burr 
w

alnut inlay running from
 front to 

top, a deep and incredibly sm
ooth 

high-gloss varnish seals the deal. The 
ÀOOHW�RI�VRIW�OHDWKHU�JDUODQGLQJ�WKH�
driver is an extra feel-good touch. A

t 
the base, the substantial m

achined 
alum

inium
 sandw

ich plinth houses 
Fyne’s BassTrax system

, w
hich 

FRP
SULVHV�D�GRZ

QZ
DUG�ÀULQJ�SRUW�

and cone-shaped Tractrix diffuser – 
the aim

 being full 360° dispersion  
of the w

avefront for better room
 

LQWHJUDWLRQ�DQG�P
RUH�ÁH[LEOH�

placem
ent. Round the back, the 

EL�Z
LUH�VSHDNHU�SDQHO�IHDWXUHV�D�ÀIWK�

term
inal to ground the driver chassis 

DQG�UHGXFH�WKH�LQÁXHQFH�RI�5
)�

interference in the circuit. The knob 
just below

 the driver on the front 
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It conjures scale and 
dynam

ic freedom
 

that’d be rem
arkable 

from
 a floorstander
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panel is called the Presence C
ontrol 

and let’s you adjust output in the 
2.5kH

z – 5kH
z ‘presence’ region – 

useful for tailoring the frequency 
response to your room

. For m
y larger 

OLVWHQLQJ�URRP
�WKH�¶�·�ÁDW�VHWWLQJ�

produces best results. 
Fyne’s all-m

etal £1,000 FS8 stand 
doesn’t just look the part, it bolts the 
speaker to its top plate, m

aking a 
seriously stable – and aesthetically 
harm

onised – structure. 

Sound quality
W

hen it com
es to speakers, I suppose 

the holy grail is to have your cake 
and eat it. There are tw

o possibilities. 
O

ne is a large, broad bandw
idth 

ÁRRUVWDQGHU�Z
LWK�WKH�DJLOLW\��IRFXV�

and coherence of a tautly built, 
m

onitor-class standm
ount. N

ot an 
easy thing. The other is a m

eticulously 
on-point standm

ount w
ith the scale, 

authority, dynam
ic reach and a 

strong hint of the form
er’s bass 

extension. N
o easier. But the F1-8 

gets as close to pulling it off as any 
standm

ount I’ve heard. 
Sensitivity of 91dB and a nom

inal 
8ohm

 im
pedance suggest an easy 

drive, but the F1-8 naturally cries out 
for a quality system

. A
ssem

bling the 
best supporting cast at m

y disposal, 
digital feeds are handled by C

hord 
Electronics’ H

ugo T
T2 D

A
C

 (H
FC

 
�����Z

KLOH�DP
SOLÀFDWLRQ�GXWLHV�DUH�

VKDUHG�EHWZ
HHQ�+

HJHO·V�&
ODVV�$

�%
�

H
120 (H

FC 460) and Prim
are’s C

lass 
D

 I25 Prism
a (H

FC 461) integrated 

am
ps. N

ot high-end enough to require 
R[\JHQ��EXW�D�JUHDW�ÀW�DV�LW�WUDQVSLUHV�

W
hat’s clear from

 the start, m
usic 

KDV�WKDW�¶QDWXUDO�ÀEUH�WKDW�EUHDWKHV·�
quality – nothing seem

s contrived or 
dialled-up to im

press. The speaker 
conjures scale and dynam

ic freedom
 

that w
ould be rem

arkable in a 
strapping tow

er, but also incorporates 
an ability to unearth detail right dow

n 
WR�WKH�QRLVH�ÁRRU�DQG�SURMHFW�VROLG��
full-blooded im

ages into the room
 

w
ith alm

ost tangible dim
ensionality 

and exacting precision. O
n C

hick 
&
RUHD·V�FRP

SLODWLRQ�RI�MD]]�FODVVLFDO�

live perform
ances, Play, the grand 

piano sim
ply sounds real w

ith 
thrilling attack, harm

onic colour  
and texture and low

er octave pow
er 

– a quite stunning achievem
ent for  

a standm
ount, even one as rotund  

as the F1-8. 
It doesn’t end there. Fire up the LSO

 
playing M

ahler 5, and the thunderous 
clim

axes never sound constrained, but 
are delivered w

ith a com
pelling sense 

of m
ight and im

petus. The speaker’s 
outstanding low

-frequency chops play 
a part here. The bass is deep and 
w

eighty w
ith a sum

ptuous quality 
m

issing from
 m

ost standm
ount rivals. 

Yet it’s also rem
arkably spry and 

supple, incapable of dragging a beat.
If the F1-8 m

ust give ground 
anyw

here it’s in the high treble, w
hich 

isn’t quite as silky and airy as the best 
circa-£6k standm

ounts (those equipped 
w

ith a ribbon tw
eeter). That said,  

the upper octaves are transparent 
enough to give instrum

ents a 
convincing leading-edge incisiveness 
and realistic tim

bral sheen. 

,·P
�UHP

LQGHG�RI�WKRVH�VFL�À�ÀOP
�

D
V

D
 extras that show

 how
 the C

G
I 

special effects are created from
 initial 

w
ire renderings that establish the 
VWUXFWXUH�DQG�DFWLRQ�WR�WKH�ÀQDO�OD\HUV�
that com

plete the colour palate, 
surface textures, lighting and 
shadow

s. Listening to the F1-8 after 
sm

aller standm
ounts – how

ever 
sonically gifted – is like going from

 a 
SULRU�UHQGHULQJ�WR�WKDW�ÀQDO��DV�VHHQ�
on the big screen, result. Result indeed.

C
onclusion

So there it is, size really does m
atter 

– the m
ore so, it seem

s, if you’re a 
standm

ount. Space saving isn’t an 
option in this case. M

ated to its 
all-but-essential dedicated stand,  
the F1-8 has a footprint and height 
every bit the equal of a large 
ÁRRUVWDQGHU��DQG�\RX·G�EHWWHU� 
love the look because it isn’t  
going to m

elt into the background. 
But if you hanker after the best  

of both w
orlds – one design that 

VXFFHVVIXOO\�P
HUJHV�WKH�VSHFLÀF�

strengths of top-draw
er standm

ounts 
DQG�ÁRRUVWDQGHUV�²�WKHQ�\RX�UHDOO\�
VKRXOG�WU\�WR�KHDU�)\QH·V�ÁDJVKLS�
standm

ount. It isn’t perfect, but it  
is dynam

ic, dextrous and deeply 
satisfying w

ith all types of m
usic O

�

LIKE: Superb attem
pt 

at best-of-all-w
orlds 

sound quality, build 
and finish 
DISLIKE: Size and 
appearance m

ight be  
a problem

 for som
e 

W
E SAY: If your dream

 
loudspeaker is a 
floorstander, this m

ight 
change your m

ind
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Bi-w
iring and  

a term
inal to 

ground the driver 
chassis feature 
around the back

The fillet of soft 
leather garlanding 
the driver is an extra 
feel-good touch


